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CALGreen is the California Green Building
Standards Code (Title 24, Part 11, California Code
of Regulations) designed to promote sustainability
in construction by setting minimum environmental
performance standards for buildings. It covers
aspects like energy efficiency, water conservation,
and indoor air quality. It is updated by the Building
Standards Commission (BSC) on the same triennial
cycle as the rest of Title 24, including an additional
intervening cycle effective 18 months into each
cycle with newly adopted changes.

Since AB130 has been signed into law in July 2025, future
CALGreen code development will be paused for residential
construction for the 2025 intervening cycle and the 2028
code cycle. More information about the provisions of AB130
is available here.

to view the
full fact sheet

The 2025 CALGreen Standards
take effect January 1, 2026.

Key mandatory updates include:

Electric Vehicle (EV) Charging: New
thresholds and electrical requirements
for nonresidential, multifamily, hotel,
and motel buildings.

Bicycle Parking: Significant changes for
residential projects; minor adjustments
for nonresidential projects.

Embodied Carbon: Requirements
now apply to nonresidential projects
50,000 ft? or greater.

Indoor Air Quality: Updated
CO2 monitoring requirements for
classrooms.



https://localenergycodes.com/content/september-2025

Where can you review the latest
version of the CALGreen code
language?

The 2025 version of the CALGreen Standards is
posted on ICC Digital Codes. Updates from the
previous version are noted in red text.

In addition to the code language, Nonresidential and
Residential CALGreen Guides as well as Checklists
and Worksheets for compliance documentation are
published on the BSC CALGreen webpage.

Which projects need to
comply with CALGreen?
Nearly all new construction, major renovations, and

alterations for residential, nonresidential, and public
buildings in California must comply with CALGreen.

This includes both private and public sector projects.

See the tables at the start of each chapter for
applicability. Triggering thresholds for nonresidential
additions are 1,000 ft2 and alterations over
$200,000 in permit value. Hospitals and schools
(public elementary and secondary schools, and
community colleges) are required to comply, although
not every measure is applicable. Certain measures
have minimum area triggers such as the embodied
carbon requirements for nonresidential and school
projects 50,000 ft? of combined floor area (new,
existing, and altered) and greater.

What is the role of CALGreen in the
context of California’s climate goals?

CALGreen supports California’s climate action
goals by reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
conserving resources, and promoting sustainable
building practices. It aligns with the state's broader
environmental and energy policies.

What are the key
categories of CALGreen?

CALGreen is divided into five divisions within both
the Residential and Nonresidential Mandatory
Measures Chapters:

> Planning and Design: Focuses on site planning and
design strategies for sustainable development.

> Energy Efficiency: Sets standards for energy
conservation in buildings.

> Water Efficiency: Addresses measures to reduce
water usage.

> Material Conservation and Resource Efficiency:
Includes guidelines for using sustainable materials
and reducing waste.

> Environmental Quality: Focuses on improving
indoor air quality and reducing pollutants.


https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/CAGBC2025P2
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc/calgreen
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What are the mandatory
measures in CALGreen?

Mandatory measures are requirements that all
projects must meet, such as specific energy and
water efficiency standards, construction waste
reduction, and certain indoor air quality measures.

What are voluntary or elective
measures in CALGreen?

Voluntary measures are additional, optional measures
that go beyond the mandatory requirements.
Authorities Having Jurisdiction (AHJs) may adopt an
entire Tier, either 1 or 2, or specific measures as part
of a jurisdiction’s reach codes (beyond mandatory
statewide codes). AHJs must conduct analysis to
determine if desired Tier 1 or 2 measures related to
energy efficiency are cost effective for their regions
prior to adoption. These measures are outlined in
Appendix A4 for Residential and Appendix A5 for
Nonresidential.

Who enforces CALGreen?

AHJs will enforce CALGreen measures in design
documents through the plan check process and
certain measures may also be verified in construction
during inspections. It is important to check with

the AHJ's building department to understand how
specific CALGreen measures should be documented
by the project team. Several measures, including
embodied carbon, are verified by reviewing
declaration statements signed by the responsible

designer and the worksheets found in Chapter 8
of the code (or here by filtering for "Checklist/
Worksheet" under the Type heading).

Most AHJs require a completed CALGreen

Checklist be submitted on plan sets as part of the
permit process. These can be found on a building
department's website or other checklist templates are
available here.

Is there a special certification needed
to implement CALGreen measures?

No special certification is required to implement
CALGreen measures, but compliance with the code
is mandatory for all applicable projects.

How is compliance with CALGreen
achieved and documented?

Designing a project to meet CALGreen involves
understanding the specific requirements applicable to
the project and incorporating them into design and
construction documents. Project teams should confirm
which requirements apply to their scope as early

as possible in the design process to inform design
decisions and budget considerations. Incorporation
later in the design process is more difficult and may
result in increased costs and schedule delays.

CALGreen compliance is documented by including
details and notes on plans, specification language,
signed declarations, and checklists. The BSC publishes
checklists and worksheets for nonresidential projects


https://calgreeninfo.com/content/resources
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc/calgreen

that should be used to document applicability and note
location within design documents. The Department of
Housing and Community Development publishes a list
of CALGreen requirements for residential buildings.
CALGreen checklists and worksheets can be found
here. It is important that the project team is familiar
with the code to make sure applicable measures are
incorporated into the project design plans. As the
design progresses, the design team is responsible for
ensuring that documentation is accurate and up to
date. Conducting a thorough CALGreen review by the
designer of record during design is recommended.
Project teams should consider including their own
inspections during construction site visits to ensure
project compliance.

Are there any incentives for exceeding
CALGreen standards?

DGS does not provide incentives for exceeding
CALGreen standards. However, some AHJs may
incentivize exceeding certain CALGreen measure
thresholds or meeting voluntary Tiers. These may
include expedited plan check, discounted building

Additional Resources

CALGreen Information

California Building Standards Commission (CBSC)

California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Part 11
California Energy Commission (CEC)

permitting fees, utility rebate programs or enhanced
marketability. Check with the AHJ to see if incentives
are available and are applicable to your project, as
programs are updated regularly.

How does CALGreen compare to other
green building standards?

CALGreen is a specific green building code in
California, whereas other voluntary standards like
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) or BREEAM (Building Research Establishment
Environmental Assessment Method) have broader,
international scopes. CALGreen focuses on state-
specific needs and regulations and is written in
language to enhance enforceability.

CALGreen compliance can provide a streamlined
documentation option for certifications like LEED
under the California Alternative Compliance Paths
(ACP) or GreenPoint Rated for residential projects,
which is designed to align with CALGreen and other
California building codes.

Energy Code Ace

Local Energy Codes: Local municipal building
departments for region-specific guidance.



https://www.dgs.ca.gov/bsc/calgreen
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/green-codes-california-acp
https://www.usgbc.org/credits/green-codes-california-acp
https://www.greenpointrated.com/greenpoint-rated/
https://calgreeninfo.com/
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/en/BSC/CALGreen
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceeding/2025-california-green-building-standards-code-calgreen
https://www.energy.ca.gov/proceeding/2025-california-green-building-standards-code-calgreen
https://energycodeace.com/
https://localenergycodes.com/

(A”FORNIA The Codes & Standards program aims to advance the adoption and effective

implementation of energy efficiency measures and building practices to lock in

EN ERGY long-term energy and GHG savings to meet California’s ZNE, decarbonization

and climate goals. The program recognizes that codes and standards are one
CODES & STANDARDS of the most effective pathways to ensuring sustained market transformation—

A STATEWIDE UTILITY PROGRAM and that key to making them work well are well-informed industry professionals

and consumers.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
™ ° Pacific Gas and
4 s DG E EDISON M Electric Company®

Energy for What's Ahead®

This program is funded by California utility customers and administered by San Diego Gas & Electric® Company, Pacific Gas and Electric
Company and Southern California Edison under the auspices of the California Public Utilities Commission. All rights reserved, except that
this document may be used, copied, and distributed without modification. Neither PG&E, SDG&E, nor SCE—nor any of their employees
makes any warranty, express or implied; or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or usefulness

of any data, information, method, product, policy or process disclosed in this document; or represents that its use will not infringe any
privately-owned rights including, but not limited to patents, trademarks or copyrights. Images used in this document are intended for
illustrative purposes only. Any reference or appearance herein to any specific commercial products, processes or services by trade name,
trademark, manufacturer or otherwise does not constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation or favoring.

rev0126 www.calgreeninfo.com | www.LocalEnergyCodes.com LinkedIn * YouTube


http://www.calgreeninfo.com
http://www.LocalEnergyCodes.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/california-local-energy-codes/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCs5olFOvtMRgwoB7N_O6yag




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		LEC_CALGreen FAQ.pdf









		Report created by: 

		Marbry Walker, Graphic Designer



		Organization: 

		







 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 28



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



